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been, with our cooperation, with our willingness to accept it,
with our willingness to actually go to them and ask for more
money, been working to improve child supﬁort collection across
the nation. And that is the other thing that this is about.
This is about across the nation. We can say we don"t have any
problems, and we probably don"t have problems compared to a lot
of places, but we, as representatives, have to be a little bit

concerned about all the women and children. I'm not willing to
play chicken with a locomotive. 1 guess | don"t need that to
fee like I1'm a real tough person. And 1 don"t believe

that...that the federal government is...is wrong in expecting
that we_should be as committed to developing a system nationwide
that will help make sure that all children get the child
support. 1 hope that everyone, when we take this vote, really
understands that...l mean agrees that the sanctions are going to
h?ppen. I mean | think that there"s...there is an understanding
of that. And if we"re willing to accept the responsibility for
the $15 million at the beginning, then 1...then the next step is
that if we"re taking a stand on this then 1 think we should be
willing to take a stand on the 1.5, sorry, $1.4 billion of
federal funds that we get, most of which have strings attached
to them. Are we going to turn back the safe drinking water
funds that we get? Are we going to turn back the highway funds
that we get, that we know that we have...that there are strings
attached? The Oklahoma Legislature came back into special
session to pass legislation to bring them into compliance. 1
don"t think that if we are really being honest and not being
hypocritical that we can go into this vote without knowing what
we"re voting on and that we shouldn™t plan on bringing i1t up
again, or we shouldn"t plan on having a special session. We
should understand that we are turning our back on assistance
from the federal government and we should be willing to not be
thocritical and do it across the board. Any federal assistance
that has strings, we"re willing to walk awag fror-. But that
also means that we have to take responsibility and, with this
vote, we"re going to have to plan how we"re going to deal with
child support collection in the state. Are we going to come up
with state money to send back to the counties? Are we going to
expect the counties to do it on their own? Are we going to take
away the..._the...

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.



