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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Senator Connealy. Members of the
Legislature, 1 want some things iIn the record because, in case
the Legislature gets weak in the knees, 1 want it clear that |
had no part to play in the devastation that is going to befall
women and their children. On the one hand, people are saying
the federal government is going to withhold money and hurt these
women and children. If that"s the government®"s position, let
them take it. You put this in place and those women and
children, because of the snafus, the tie-ups, and the general
incompetency, theg're not %ping to get it, their monay, but then
it's going to your fault because you did it. But here is
what I"m still looking at on Bage 4, and it"s Senator Brown®"s
favorite constituency— the big businesses. Now, in making it
easy for Union Pacific to have one place to send these checks,
there"s nothing that would place liability on Union Pacific if
they mess up and don"t put enough information, when they send
that money, to make it clear who the recipient is. The woman
doesn"t get the money. The worker, whose wages have been
withheld, are both getting the short end of the stick, but the
worker can wind up going to court and in jail and the company is
scot-free because Senator Brown and the rest of you all are more
interested in making it convenient for Union Pacific than you
are in being sure that these women and families continue to get
their money. I bet Senator Brown would be opposed to an
insertion in this bill of a provision holding any company liable
for any damage done to any person as a result of their failure
to get the information to that central registry that ought to be
gotten there. And I use the term "registrY” on purpose because,
as Senator Crosby was pointing out, you all®"s HHS hasn"t done a
good job. How about that sexual offenders or child abusers”
registry where they had all kind of people on theie who should
not be on there? That"s the example of how they function. They
should not be on that registry, but they"re there, and anybody
who checks it out to see who those people are who are doing
these terrible things will find innocent people®s name on it.
And these are the same people you want to turn thi-3 activity

over to. _1 say again, when time comes for us o take action
that might either protect women and children or advance their
interests, we won"t do that. People are talking about their

fear of the federal government. Okay, they“"re scared of that.
I can understand 1t because they"re scared of everything.
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