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SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Mr. President and members. Very
quickly, I just have mixed emotions about both bracketing and 
not bracketing. Haven't quite made up my mind, but I just have 
to mention one thing as I open. Jon Bruning stood up a few 
minutes ago and he was talking about 1970 as if that were the 
good old days. Well, I guess it is. It's almost 30 years ago. 
And Dan Lynch and I have some of the same feelings about the 
computer systems and consultants. We yearn sometimes for the 
little old ladies in the courthouse who sat there and wrote 
everything out by hand in those books and you could very quickly 
and easily find out information that you wanted. You can still 
do that on the computer if you know all the little ins and outs 
of the computer. I like the bank hot line, I'll have to tell 
you I do, because in the good old days, as people all think of 
the thirties and forties, you could walk into the bank before 
three o'clock in the afternoon, when they closed the doors, and 
you wanted your bank balance or your statement, you could get 
it. They...very obliging people, they would hand it to you. 
Well, now you can find out your bank balance. You can find out 
what checks have cleared just by dialing a number on the phone 
and sitting there and writing them down. It's great. 
What... that's a lot easier than going down to the bank and
wheedling somebody into giving you your statement, which they
won't do now anyway, so don't try it. But two things I want to
talk about, seriously. The computer systems at Health and Human 
Services are infamous. First, we had the black hole. That's 
what we called it, Roger, right, the black hole? The second was 
FAMIS, F-A-M-I-S, and we had to have that in place because, if 
we didn't, the feds were going to put the you-know-what to us 
and not give us any money, and we had to have it by October of
whatever the year that was. And you know why October is magic.
It's because it's their fiscal year, our fiscal year, because we 
are the federal government too. But after...FAMIS, for some
reason we let that one go after we put a lot of money into it.
Then comes N-FOCUS. That's the latest one. I guess It's still
there. I haven't heard any new acronym or whatever. We... I do 
feel like we have to let that system breathe and work as some of 
the things we have set in, but the thing that worries me most, I 
asked...the other day I asked my staff to find out when they 
talk about, well, we're going to lose all this federal money, 
well, who is going to lose it? Well, you know and as I know now 
that part of it is the child support system, the grants that


