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the Legislature. As I have thought about what...what I think we 
should do with child support collections in the state, I have 
considered very, very, very seriously whether or not 
centralizing the child support collection is the way to go about 
improving what we do in this state already, and I will reiterate 
what some other senators have said and that is that what we are 
faced with in terms of a federal mandate has to do more with 
other states not doing a very good job of collecting their child 
support as opposed to what Nebraska does. What I would have 
liked to have seen done is what's necessary to improve our 
particular state's collection of child support, and perhaps what 
we should be doing or what we should have in front of us is a 
bill that just would require that all monies be electronically 
deposited for purposes of child support. Perhaps we should 
require all payments to children be electronically deposited. 
I'd like to see an actual use of technology to improve 
efficiency as opposed to simply saying we're going to do it all 
in one place and somehow that will, ensure that we do this 
better. I don't think doing child support collections 
necessarily centrally is going to ultimately improve our 
efficiency. But I just wanted to say one other thing with 
regard to the sanctions that we've been talking about this 
morning. We've been talking about how federal money will be 
taken away from us. We've been talking about the sanction of 
$15 million and that if we don't do this then that's what it's 
going to cosI us. And I would remind my colleagues, if you 
haven't already thought of this or perhaps you've thought of it 
and are not thinking about it right now, the federal money that 
we're talking about is not from some magic pot somewhere. It 
doesn't grow on some federal money tree somewhere. I w^uld 
remind my colleagues that this is our money that we're talking 
about here. This is money that Nebraskans pay into the federal 
government in the form of taxes and fees and various and sundry 
other collections that the state pays in to tne federal 
government. This is our money that the federal government is 
saying we have collected from you and now we're not going to 
give it back to you. And I think sometimes we forget that a lot 
of the money that we are threatened with, a lot of...a lot of 
payments that we are threatened with by the federal government 
that we're not going to get because we don't put in to a law, a 
seat belt law, or we don't lower blood alcohol level to a 
certain level, or we don't lower our speed limits or raise our
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