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required of us when we take that money. I don"t believe that
that"s states”™ rights. 1 believe that that"s reneging on a

contract. So it is my estimation that if we really feel that
strongly about not living by the rules, then don"t take the
money. By virtue of taking the money, we have substantially
increased in this state child support collections. There are
many, many, many more children that are receiving the Financial
support that they deserve from both their parents by virtue of
the kinds of changes that we"ve made in our child support
collection process. Now, there are people here who are going to
worry about whether the system that we"ve had over a period of
years, if dismantling that is worth 1it, because it has been
successful . And 1 can only give you the other examples of how
we"ve been successful to give you some comfort that this step is
probably going to be successful also. There was a great deal of
concern when we moved to license suspension— was it fair, was
this a good idea. It was required by the federal government and
there were a lot of people thatdidn™t like that we weredoing
it. Since we have moved to license suspension, we have
suspended approximately 220 licenses. We have increased child
support collections by 9.5 percent--$11 million more of money
that are %oing to the children in the state of Nebraska by
virtue of that change. The stateof Wisconsin instituted the
centralized collection of childsupport just in January. They
are doing it through their two...

SENATOR CROSBY: One minute.

SENATOR BROMN: ...largest counties. Since they instituted the
process of...the centralized collection process, the surprising
thing, because the centralized collection process is really more
about making the system more efficient, making it easier to do
from one state to the next, making It better for employers
because they have one place that they have to send wage
withholding. Wage withholding represents about 50 percent of
the child support that"s collected and it"s a Tfigure that"s
increasing all the time and, because it is a steady Tigure, it’s
a better way from a systemic point of view of managing child
support collection, so everything is o encourage wage
withholding. Since Wisconsin...but also the centralized
collection unit sends out bills so problems that are within
individual accounts can be...
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