
April 14, 1999 LB 791

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

say, this is what I bring you to eat, domestic bliss is 
destroyed. When the gambling demon walks in the front door, 
domestic tranquility flies out all of the windows. And pretty 
soon, spouses begin to be abused, children start to be abused. 
People who may have drunk moderately begin to drink excessively. 
Some people decide that they're so deeply in a hole, so deep in 
it that they can't get out, and they go on and check out, 
Senator Kremer. Some people who were gamblers committed 
suicide. And you're not protected, Senator Bourne, if you wear 
a uniform and a badge and a smoky hat that says you're a member 
of the State Patrol. Why, if you're a member of the State 
Patrol, you're subject to steal money from the Evidence Room, 
and steal a cruiser and try to make a getaway, across the 
country. And you're a State Trooper whose job it is to enforce 
the law, but you cannot even withstand that gambling demon's 
lure, and it gets you, and we know it. We know it, and we knew 
it all of the time. And we'll be presented with an opportunity 
to correct that. We'll be presented with an opportunity to save 
our colleagues from themselves, not themselves, from that 
gambling demon. Now if the lottery is bad, and I believe that 
it is, and an elected official takes an oath which binds him or 
her to do that which is good, how can one do that which is bad 
and at the same time be abiding by an oath which he or she is 
sworn to do good? I don't believe there's a person who will 
stand on this floor, with perhaps the exception of two, who will 
say that the lottery is a positive good,...
SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...that society in Nebraska is better as a
result of the lottery being in place, that families are tighter, 
as the unit of society, the nuclear family, as they call it, the 
parents and the children, although some people properly define a 
family that reaches beyond those members. I want to hear 
somebody on this floor stand and not just say that the lottery
is a positive good, but show me and demonstrate it. And, if
they cannot demonstrate it, how do we, as a Legislature, justify
ourselves in keeping it in place and, beyond that, even
profiting directly from it?
SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator. We go to discussion on
the Chambers amendment to the amendment. Senator Landis.
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