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this. The purpose of the amendment before us now is to strike 
from the committee amendment the language that would have 
transferred the juvenile jail in Omaha to Health and Human 
Services. That's what that amendment deals with. Everything 
about building a wing on the Omaha jail, that's irrelevant. 
That has nothing to do with the amendment before us. Earlier an 
amendment had been adopted that would restore some language that 
had been stricken. That language simply said that for certain 
transportation costs the county would still be responsible. The 
county agreed with that. That should not have been stricken. 
That amendment has already been adopted. Now .1 don't know if 
that's been added to the one we're considering now, but if it 
has been, the only thing we're looking at in the amendment that 
we're considering right now, the main aim is to strike from the 
committee amendment what would have been Senator Dwite 
Pedersen'8 bill. He is in agreement with that. If we had taken 
this a step at a time, since we're offering amendments, the 
confusion would not have arisen. Some of the discussion has 
drifted off into other speculative areas and a clear distinction 
was not made between what we're actually doing by amendment and 
what is being speculated on. I want us to come back to where we 
are so, as we take it a step at a time, we will know what step 
we have taken and what steps remain to be taken. If this 
amendment is adopted then we are no longer talking about the 
Omaha juvenile jail at all. That's what I wish we could get 
done. Then we have one less item before us. Then the two 
things that Senator Thompson said would remain in the committee 
amendments would be that portion that is going to hold the
counties harmless as far as paying for certain out-of-home
placements. The counties right now pay for those placements 
that a judge makes. That would no longer be done. The state 
would be responsible. That's something separate from the 
amendment we're dealing with. So I hope what we can do at this 
point is look at the amendment before us, and if I have 
misstated what this amendment does, then I'd like Senator
Thompson to correct me and I will give her whatever time I have
to do that.
SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Thompson.
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