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Office_of Juvenile Services is the possibility, the possibility,
underlined, of them using VOITIS funds of $2 million to add a
wing on to the current secure confinement facility in Omaha,
which is under the Department of Corrections, to house these
kids. Today, our intent talk has been more about steppin? away
from_ that and building a new facility using that $2 million as
initial start-up funds to gg into that building, and if we did
that, then we would not be, by ?% understanding, be looking at
building a wing onto the current facility. Senator Chambers has
brought us the idea of building a separate facility which should
have been done some time ago. It is an obligation of the state
to take care of these kids, and we"re sending them out of state
because we have not been taking care of them. And to keep it
under the Office of Juvenile Services, where the juvenile courts
will send these Kkids, is where it should be. That"s the right
thing to do, instead of this piecemeal stuff of Tfixing up a
couple old buildings at the YDCs, Youth Development Centers, and
adding a wing to the adult corrections for juvenile people to
contract with. So we"re looking at two different things here.
If we go along with the idea that Senator Chambers is talking
about, 1t will not be adding to, | need to repeat this, to the
facility in Omaha but it will be building a new facility that
will take care of both the housing that we need done at the
Youth Development Center now, whether that be in Kearney or

Geneva, my guess is it would be Geneva because |1 don"t _think
there"s any land in Kearney, and it would have a secure wing on
it to take care of the secure beds. So I hope that 1"ve

straightened things out in a manner that you will understand
more of what"s going on. Thank you for your time.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Speaker and members of the Legislature,
I'm going to try, 1 I can, to state where we are and where
we"re going and where we ultimately want to arrive, and I™m
oing to start backwards by saying where we"d like to arrive

irst. Senator Pedersen, Dwite Pedersen, was correct— we want
to aim toward constructing a facility that has nothing to do
with the juvenile prison in Omaha. That is out of the equation;
that is off the table based on the amendment that we"re
considering now that Senator Thompson is offering. Forget
everything else that has been said so we can try to get clear on
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