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SENATOR THOMPSON: Okay, so I'm going to use a little bit of
time here to talk about some of the issues that will be coming 
up when we get to the green copy. One of the things that has 
been distributed to you that I think is very telling is, and it 
has a green cover, it's statistics from both the IR...YRTCs at 
Kearney and Geneva. It will tell you how many commitments they 
had in two time periods, fiscal years, for which their most 
recent statistics are, where they come from in the state. I 
think there's some misperception out there that they're all 
coming from the eastern part of the state. That is not true.
In fact, if you'll look at Kearney and Geneva, only about 20 to
23 percent of the kids at both facilities are from Douglas 
County. They do come from all parts of the state. We
have— this is an issue for everywhere. Even though some of us
from the eastern part of the state have spent a lot of time 
talking about it, I think in all your districts you're going to 
see kids there, and it's important that we have facilities and 
programs that are adequate to their needs. The other thing that 
you will see are the types of crimes that they have committed 
and on the second page of each of those handouts are some...is 
information on the types of crimes that have been committed. 
One of the things we learned from the study was that the kids 
who are at Kearney and Geneva are a lot different from the kids 
who were there 10, 15 years ago. Their problems are more 
serious. The crimes they commit are more serious and they're 
committing them at a younger and younger age. And one of the 
things that we need to do in addition to the facility study of 
the buildings is to look at the programming, look at the 
staffing of these facilities, so this plan will be able to do 
that. I want to address some of the issues that Senator 
Chambers has raised and some of you have been talking about in 
terms of the facilities. The way the bill is written, new 
facilities can be built. What we will do is take a 
comprehensive look at Kearney and Geneva, but I don't want to 
minimize the fact that we need these facilities. We just need 
some upgrades at Kearney and Geneva and some new buildings. One 
of the buildings that's been proposed for Geneva is to have a 
new area constructed that would provide medical treatment 
portion, currently, they're in very, very cramped quarters; 
eight beds for incoming youth, there isn't a way to segregate 
them from the rest of the population at this time; some special 
needs space at that facility. These are ideas that have been


