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somehow it'll work out. Frankly, although it talks about the 
neglect that's already occurred out there, it just didn't happen 
this year or last year or the year before, but I think it's been 
ongoing, and to just start throwing money out at it, Senator 
Chambers uses the, you know, terminology as far as the wine in 
the old bottle, you know, and that's what we're doing, and it 
doesn't need to happen. I think this issue needs to be forced 
to come to some sort of a...some sort of a head and, frankly, to 
just pour more money without any idea as to how it's going to be 
utilized or any projections is simply going to just perpetuate 
the problem that we have there. I had an individual who called 
me. Her son is at Kearney, had a hard time visiting her child. 
I would like to know, you know, why is this facility where it is 
even, and why don't we, you know, the modern thing, the nice 
thing, the respectful thing is to try to keep the juveniles as 
close to the family as possible, you would think, unless that 
state's idea is to get them away from their parents whenever 
possible. I don't think...I don't think that that's modern 
programming. I don't think that that's benevolent. I don't 
think that that helps the child whatsoever, but to try to 
maintain some sort of support system with the family. I can't 
support something that just doesn't...that doesn't do anything, 
really. I mean the only... again, I have great respect 
for... Senator Connealy and I were talking and we're almost in 
the position of, you know, is it all or nothing. Do we do this 
or nothing? And we do need to look for that third way. Senator 
Chambers made reference to that, that third way. That, it's not 
new to me and that's why I didn't vote for this bill in the 
first place. We need to spend some money but we need to...we 
need to spend it wisely. We need to have the suitable 
programming for these kids and not just throw some money that we 
don't even know how much it's going to be, but we're just going 
to start turning on a spigot with what the cigarette tax will be 
and we'll just start spending money. You know, is that our only 
choices? I'll yield the rest of my time to Senator Chambers, if 
he so desires, but, Senator Chambers, you've been here for many 
years, and I've only been here for a few, the senior member of 
our committee, if you will, and how long has this problem, if 
you will, persisted?
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Even before I got here, Senator Hilgert, in
one form or the other, so it's not a new thing. But some people
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