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this state is doomed to continue to make the same mistakes over
and over again. I truly believe that we have got to work with
these kids, and if we don"t, we"re going to have them as adults
in incarceration and we"re already building huge amounts
of...spending huge amounts of money on adult corrections. Why
can"t we spend the same amount for kids so that ws can stop them
from being in adult prisons? | don"t understand the priorities
of the administrations that have been there before this one or
this one, for that matter. 1 don"t understand why they think
that this is...this is money wasted. It is not money wasted.
If they would spend more time on prevention, mere money on
prevention, we wouldn"t be here today, and Geneva and Kearney
are a disgrace to this state. I would like to take each and
every one of you to see what those kids are living in. And
Senator Jensen mentioned earlier that the lockdown at night in
%eniy% with each child in a separate room with that door
ocked, ...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR ~ SUTTLE: ...and no ability to get out of there if
something happened. They have fire drills that say that the
first kid will unlock the second door after the one person who
is there, the one staff person who is there at night unlocks the
first door. Then the second kid will unlock the third and so
on. If there™8 a fire, they“re going to leave. They"re not
going to worry about their next door neighbor. These kids are
not angels or heroes. They want to survive. And 1 think that
we, as adults, it would be a hard decision to make to go next
door and ?et somebody out if there®s fire all around you. 1
really, really want you to think about doing something and |
hate to suggest that we do just...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.

SENATOR SUTTLE: ..._piecemeal things. Thank you, Mr. President.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Thompson.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body.

1 would like to just step back and give you a little history of
what"s happened in the last decade with the juvenile justice
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