
April 13, 1999 LB 556

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Would you be averse to finding a bill that we
could amend that to?
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Oh, no, absolutely not.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, and members of the Legislature, I
would favor that too. Many years ago I think a young senator, 
he was young then, named Rod Johnson, had brought us a bill, 
alphanumeric, and there was a car out at that time called
Alfa Numero, or something, and people thought that it was the 
same thing. Some thought it was a commercial for Caesar Romero. 
We weren't as intelligent and intellectual in the Legislature as 
we are now, so we could distinguish those things. But there 
were people out in these counties saying that it would be too 
difficult to remember these new numbers when they were
accustomed to dealing with the kind of number sequence that they 
had. So I talked to a county something-or-other group, all 
these people who work for the counties. I don't know if they 
were elected, appointed, or escapees from the county jail but, 
anyway, it was a motley crew of people and I was pointing out
that during those years, we were talking about education and
helping the students learn more, and asking, how in the world is 
it that some of those people who, in various areas, who didn't 
want property taxes increased because they thought kids were 
learning so much in school anyway, I said you're going to tell 
me those kids are learning a lot in school when you are a
product of those schools and you can't remember three letters
and three digits? Well, that got a big laugh, just from that 
crew that was in that room, but there has been opposition to the 
idea of multiple letters and multiple numbers. Even cops, with 
whom I don't see eye to eye on many things, feel that the three 
letters and three digits would be easier to remember. I don't 
know if they mean for themselves or for those who would see 
somebody making a getaway from a bank robbery and it'd be easy 
to remember the bank robber's license plate number, but I think 
that would be, for the reasons Senator Kristensen gave and other
reasons, a good policy decision for the Legislature to make. So
I'm going to look for a bill and Senator Kristensen is not 
averse to the idea. I'm going to see if there are others who 
have a similar interest, and If it seems that we could do 
something like that, I would like to see it done and maybe 
certain other problems we have with fees and whatnot would just


