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Senator Baker is old enough to remember, we created a mortgage 
interest deduction for the very purpose of creating home 
ownership. And guess what happened to home ownership in exactly 
that period? It went through the roof. Changing the tax code 
does modify behavior, and you can't say with a straight face 
that it doesn't, it does it all the time. Capital gains tax.
What did the Republican's say? Lower the capital gains tax, and
you'll increase the amount of money on Wall Street. We've 
lowered the capital gains tax, and what's happened to Wall 
Street? Truth of the matter is the tax code very much affects 
behavior, and it's exactly the opposite that he claims, and in 
fact that's not what revenue tells us or revenue policy. We use 
the tax code to change behavior, and we do it for socially 
beneficial purposes, by giving tax exemptions. By the way. 
Senator Brashear is back here telling us that LB 775 has worked 
gang-busters. Why? Because it's a tax code change. 
That...nice try, but no, no, Tom, nah. It's illegal to sell
now, so that should be enough. Right? It's illegal, or in the
alternative, I guess it is, well it's illegal to sell now, and 
they're still getting them. Doesn't make any difference which 
way that argument works. Even though it's illegal to sell to 
youth, youth are smoking. If we thought a law against this to 
youth was going to work, it doesn't work. Making it enforceable 
isn't going to work either. That only means that you get to the 
person who you catch. Changing the price catches every 
transaction. Now that's its virtue and its vice. I agree it's 
a vice. And the vice is that it affects all of them, adult 
individuals who do have personal freedom to make this choice, 
and it will affect the price of **heir cigarettes as well. 
However, that is the downside of this. We have to make a value 
choice, and I'm prepared to make that value choice, others 
aren't. Trusting in making it illegal, however, as Senator 
Baker does point out, doesn't work. We haven't made it 
effective by simply making it illegal for the retailer. And I 
would suggest to you that we won't have much affect by making 
illegal for the minor. We already have enough criminalization 
of the behavior of minors. Why? Because, for one thing,
they're 13, and 14, and 15, they don't have good sense. How do 
you get to 13, and 14-year-olds? Well, there are some...
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