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90-day session, Legislature raises taxes. We even have a
surplus. | asked Senator Raikes about that earlier just to make
sure. So, you know, we have a surplus. What do we do? We
raise taxes. | see this as a tax bill. I am sympathetic to
what people are saying about the kids but, frankly, you know,
Senator Matzke, all due respect, it"snot illegal to buy
cigarettes if you"re a juvenile in Nebraska. It"s illegal to
sell them. Everything®s on the retailer. It"s not illegal to
possess them. IT youwanted to dothings about juvenile

smoking, _then just do them. Say we"re going to have a criminal
or a civil penalty because we don"t want anyone to not be able
to go join the bar or anything like that or not join the service

or whatever. Let"s just have a civil penalty, 25 bucks or
whatever. IT it"s as bad as alcohol, you know, treat it like
it, you know. When do you have minor MIPs for cigarettes?

don"t. It"s a legitimateway to curb juvenile smokingto raise
the taxes on cigarettes. 1 think that"s something that,
obviously, some people believe in. | choose not to subscribe to
that route. I would rather directly address the question at

hand and let"s deal with juvenile smoking. So 1"m not going to
support this tax increase. OF all...when I ran for office, all
the people, you know, one thing I did not hear is that, John,
when...if you get to Lincoln, please raise taxes because they"re
gyst not high enough. Our cigarette taxes_are already the

ighest in any bordering state. 1"m just not going to support
it. I™m s¥mpathetic to the cause that"s being illustrated here.
And 1 will say this. I don"t mean to be flippant, but it"s
interesting that there is a direct correlation between the price
of cigarettes and the amount of iuvenile smoking. That would
infer that this is an economically sensitive conduct. It almost
would say that it"s not addictive. It"s almost as if it's
agreeing with, what was it, Bob Dole, who didn"t know whether
tobacco was addic...l believe it is addictive. But it is
interesting that 1 guess it"s not addictive enough that if you
raise the price smoking will go dom. And | know that there"s
studies exist and so forth, but | just kind of found that that
was kind of interesting. But, again, I°m...congratulate, you
know, the concern of my colleagues who want to do something
about juvenile smoking but, you know, in this session to eay,
well, jeez, what we"re going to do today is we"re going to raise
taxes, I1"m not going to support that.

You



