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by over 13 percent, while reducing Kouth smoking prevalence b

nearly 7 percent. So overall youth down 13, and reducing youtl

smoking prevalence by 7 percent. What that means is it cuts
down the number of smokers and it cuts down the amount of
smoking. That®"s what Chaluka (phonetic) says. There are other
sources say the same thing. So when Senator Engel says, 1 just
don*t believe it, I understand, | know there®s a skepticism, |1
would ask anybody here to dispute this evidence. There have
been 30 cent tax increases around the country, and they have
dropped consumption. And, if I"'m wrong, prove it. There is
study after study that says that youth consumption goes down
more than adult consumption, and if 1'm wrong prove it. 1 know
you have your skepticism, but this has been out there for at
least three months now, so far. It shouldn®t be difficult to
come up with the evidence to prove that that"s not true. Now
there"s a second line of arguments, and that is the line of
arguments that Senator Bromm and Senator Tyson used, which says,
Ioo%,_l'm not going to dispute those facts. But that"s not the
real issue,...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR LANDIS: ...Dave, the real issue is personal freedom, or
the real issue is the social costs of going after smoking, when
you should go after drugs, or we should have passed the seatbelt
law. We do use the tax code to affect behavior now. We
wouldn®™t tax alcohol and cigarettes at the rate they were taxed,
if we didn"t have some impact on trying to affect consumption.
However, why should we do something with the tax code that is
not normally done, and that is to try to affect consumption.
And the reason is it’s two things, it's part of two things.
Number one, this is the way to get to kids. And, by the way,
that affects the personal freedom argument as well. |
understand the personal freedom argument of the adult that says,
I choose this evil, fair enough. As a matter of fact, 1'm the
guy who stood up here and said, wait a second, maybe we don"t
need to ban smoking from everything, because maybe we should
accept the personal freedom of others. And Im going to vote
that way later...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.



