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rural versus urban kind of discussion. And I'm willing to use 
the words and get at it and have a meaningful debate. I was 
disappointed because I think the objectives of Senator 
Wehrbein's bill are very legitimate. I was disappointed. I 
told him, off the floor earlier, that if the Chairman of the 
mighty Appropriations Committee can't show me a way to find the 
funding for the $1.6 million that he was originally seeking, 
then certainly I will be lost in the wilderness. But I don't 
think we have to fund it from LB 775. I was surprised to read 
the Revenue Committee amendments and to see that we'd jumped the 
funding from $1.6 million to $30 million. And then, of course, 
we were dealing with real adult money, and I became even more 
focused. And I decided that maybe the tone for this discussion 
ought to be what we can all do together about our aging 
agricultural farm-based population, and how we can encourage 
young people...
SENATOR CROSBY: One minute.
SENATOR BRASHEAR: ...to remain in agriculture and on the farm.
And so I wanted to look and see how agriculture does in 
relationship to what are perceived as the business community 
credits of LB 775. And I will distribute an exhibit shortly 
that will demonstrate, now there's a little disagreement on 
numbers, but for the sake of this debate i'm going to accept 
Senator Wehrbein's numbers. I also defer to Senator Wehrbein's 
numbers. But Senator Wehrbein has said that LB 775 is costing 
us $150,000. Well, I'll give you an itemized specification that 
will show you that the benefits that we give to agriculture 
total $377 million. And that's more than twice as much. And so 
some of the amendments that I'm going to offer are going to be 
to see if we can't, number one, come to a different number than 
$30 million for the Beginning Farmer Act Fund, and secondly, if 
we can't...
SENATOR CROSBY: Time.
SENATOR BRASHEAR: ...approach this together.
SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Senator Brashear. Senator Dwite
Pedersen, on the committee amendment.


