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And some of those mental impairments, and I'll just name a few 
right now, the most outstanding is schizophrenia, bipolar, just 
to name a few, those are not hard to diagnose. You don't 
need... Senator Wickersham raid something about a doctor to 
do...to diagnose all this, vojld have to have some medical 
reference to be included in this homestead exemption bill. I 
think most of these people that suffer from major mental 
illnesses, such as bipolar and schizophrenia, already have 
doctors. It isn't going to be that much to get a report from 
that doctor. There are ways now that we can tell. PET scans, 
for example, give a clear definition of mental illnesses, of 
bipolar and schizophrenia and acute major depression, clinical 
depression, not situational depression. We have psychiatrists 
that treat the brain just as we have MDs that treat physical 
condition, so I see no...no reason that they should be separated 
or that...even that hard to implement. Senator Coordsen 
mentioned him being cruel and heartless. I don't think that 
he's cruel and heartless. I think he's just a little bit 
misinformed as to what mental illness entails, and I feel real
bad about that because I felt that this would...this amendment
is one step that we could make in our unique one-house 
Legislature to end the discrimination, the stigma that surrounds 
those with mental illness. It is no different than any other 
physical illness. Thank you.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Robak. Senator Tyson, you
are recognized to speak.
SENATOR TYSON: Thank you, Madam President, members of the body.
I rise in opposition to the Robak amendment and I would point 
out to the body that Senator Robak has, with admirable 
persistence, carried a bill for a number of years, and I don't 
recall offhand how many years it's been, to mandate insurance 
coverage for mental illness. Now, as a result of Senator 
Robak's persistence and attention to this subject, there has 
been some ongoing negotiations that may fine down the coverage, 
mandatory coverage, on mental health issues to, I believe, four, 
all of which are treatable with medication. These include 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, acute depression, and I, 
offhand, can't remember the other one. I would point out, 
however, that the Robak amendment isn't limited to those that 
are capable of being diagnosed with precision. I've got here a
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