
April 9, 1999 LB 179

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

in those days they always thought that somebody had an ailment, 
whether physical or mental, because somebody had sinned. So 
they asked Jesus, who sinned, Lord, this man or his parents? 
And Jesus didn't say what I'd say, or maybe he said it and those 
trying to clean him up didn't add...didn't put it in. He said, 
Fool, that'8 what he should have said, neither this man, nor the 
man's parents sinned. This person is here so that you all can 
witness God's glory in operation. This is a person afflicted 
with an ailment, not of his doing, nor can be laid at the 
doorstep of his or her parents. In other words, it's not 
genetic, he didn't inherit it, he hasn't got it because he went 
out there and violated God's laws. These things happen, and it 
happened to him. And I'm going to show you how this ought to be 
dealt with and then went through whatever those ministrations 
were and the person was healed. Now here we come, supposedly 
with a more enlightened view about problems that beset our 
brothers and sisters. We don't say they're, or we shouldn't 
say, they're possessed by devils anymore; that demons are what 
we're dealing with. So instead of giving people treatment and 
medication to perhaps take care of a mint of physical imbalance, 
a chemical imbalance, we subject them to religious exorcism's, 
during which we literally try to beat the devil out of them. We 
don't do those kind of things anymore, as a society, but the 
attitude seems to be the same. We would rather a thousand truly 
mentally...
SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...disabled people do without than to have
one, who might be a malingerer, get something to which we think
he or she is not entitled. That is not the approach that I
take. I believe these issues are very serious. I believe there 
are complex aspects of it, even when it comes to administering 
the program, as Senator Wickersham pointed out. They are not 
unsolvable, they are not unsurmountable. That's what we are 
here for. How long did Senator Matzke and I talk about that 
unemployment compensation bill? What could be more worthy of an 
expenditure of our time than an issue such as this? We don't 
have many occasions to deal with a matter of this magnitude or
that so directly affects some of the members of this society.
And if there is something that we, as a Legislature, can do to 
bring...
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