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But I believe that something new is created here that may not be 
in the law right now. You are absolutely correct in saying that 
the person qualifies one week at the time, and at the end of 
five weeks that person would be deemed unemployed, because the 
$2,500 would be exhausted. But I believe with the language in
this bill that if the person remains unemployed then you can 
come back and recover for those other five weeks that you were 
disqualified for, because they were saying the $2,500 you 
received would cover five weeks at your base salary. If you 
only were off for the five weeks, that would...that would be a
wash. But, if you're off for more than five weeks, then I
believe, with the language that's in this bill now, and I would
argue that way if it applied to me, that there are additional 
weeks being claimed, and because this says it has to be prorated 
over all of those weeks, then I can come back and recover for 
those first five weeks, because when you prorate it out, not one 
of those weeks gave me an amount equal to my base salary,...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...or, if I were unemployed for just six
weeks, when you prorate five weeks of pay over six weeks, not 
one of those weeks would give me an amount equal to my base 
salary. That's the point that I'm making, and that's the way I 
read the language.
SENATOR MATZKE: Mr. Speaker, do I have any time left?
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: You have approximately thirty seconds.
SENATOR MATZKE: Well, Senator Chambers, I think this discussion
has clarified that, and we've built some legislative history on 
that issue. I do not agree with your interpretation. I think
that it says attributable to the weeks claimed. Once you've
used up that 500 a week for five weeks, there's nothing more to
attribute to it, you see. So I don't think that the employee
would be in any way at...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.
SENATOR MATZKE: ...a disadvantage after that five weeks.
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