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mail order, most... I mean computer equipment, anything I buy ;it 
seems like I'm buying it mail order these days or over the 
Internet, and of course all those lists are sold. And part of 
my concern is that I think it will be extremely difficult to 
actually enforce this. When I pick up the phone at night, if I 
do picV it up, a lot of times I'll say to the telemarketer, now 
take me off your lists, because under federal law they have to 
take you off the list if you ask to be...
SENATOR BEUTLER: Um-hum.
SENATOR BRUNING: ...taken off. Now, half the time the
telemarketer on the other end just hangs up on me. Now I don't 
even know who they are or what firm they were calling from. 
They could have been calling from one of our companies, they 
could he.ve been calling from anywhere in the country, but it 
seems to me that the scope of the problem and the number of 
lists that's sold make this bill extremely difficult to enforce 
to find those people. I mean the commission is going to be up 
to its ears in alligators trying to figure out who these people 
are so we can fine them. I guess I would like to give you an 
opportunity to respond to that.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Sure. I don't...I would not underestimate, I
would not negate your concerns. I think those kinds of concerns 
are real, especially in the kind of context that we're dealing 
in right now and, as I see that context, we're at the beginning 
period of trying to get a handle on a technology that's 
advancing very fast. And computer technologies that fit into
and can regulate in an evenhanded and fair manner and in an 
effective manner are also just coming into play. And so
where...and so, although I think there may be enforcement
problems at the beginning, I think that the...that the 
experience over time will be to learn how to deal with those 
enforcement problems. And if this bill has one of the effects
that I hope it will have, and that i« to force the national
list, then enforcement will become one step easier having a
mechanism geared to the whole country and having an experience 
and a handle on national telemarketers at that level. I think 
that will be even more effective "enforcementwise''. So I think 
your questions are good ones.


