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grandmothers, my mother was a woman, obviously, former wife, a 
woman, I have three sisters, three sisters-in-law, about 
14 nieces, I don't know how many grand nieces, and all of them 
have been very, very affectionate toward me, supportive, as much 
as I will permit, because I'm quite solitary in my living habits 
and practices. But as a result of being around so many women, I 
did become aware of some of the problems of a medical nature 
that are peculiar to females. I have a sister-in-law, I found 
out about cysts, not sis, as a sister, but cysts, yeast 
infections, and the types of things which might be relatively 
common in occurrence, but they are not properly diagnosed. And 
when they are, sometimes the woman is treated in a way that I 
feel is brutal. Some of the implements that these doctors will 
use to treat a woman who has a yeast infection or a bladder 
infection seemed to smack more of torture to me than medical 
treatment. The coldness, the lack of sensitivity, which I hope, 
based on what Senator Crosby said, are things that are gradually 
going to fall away when doctors treat women. Now all of the 
women in my family now are black. Maybe white women also get 
treated this shabbily, and I tend to think that might be the 
case. But at any rate, one of my sisters-in-law was pregnant 
and the doctor diagnosed it as a cyst All he did was felt on 
her abdomen, he would push, and he would thump and do the things 
they do, and when she would express discomfort, that convinced 
him that it was a cyst. That's the kind of diagnosing that was 
done. She became aware that she was pregnant when she went to 
another doctor, and she was about eight months along. That 
might seem unbelievable to some of you all, it would be 
unbelievable to me if I were not aware of it. I don't like to 
talk about my ailments, aches and pains. I don't like to hear 
other people talk about their ailments, and aches and pains, but 
for some people that's all they have to talk about. And for 
them that'8 the only thing that is truly theirs. But I'm not 
going to go into a long recitation of those types of things, but 
I wanted to give you a couple of concrete examples. We create 
classifications based on many, many factors. Just recently we 
passed a bill that is going to allow physicians to utilize more 
in the way of controlled substances for the pain of those people 
who fall into certain classifications and categories. When we 
see that people, because they are faced with certain types of 
problems, fit into a class, and that class can be addressed by 
legislation, we ought to enact such legislation. And that's
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