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then, if you want to do something about it, what is it that
should be done? The main thrust of the amendment is to be sure
that we know what"s happening with the trout streams, and that,
if something bad 1is happening to the trout streams, we do
something about it. 1 assume there®s no point fooling around
with this bill at all, if we"re not really interested in
protecting the trout streams. But how can you be interested in
doing that, if you®"re not monitoring them, if you don"t know
what®s happening to them? So it seems to me that there is a
logical sequence here. Best management practices is a concept
that is not applied uniformly around the state, nor should it
be. Best management practices relate to what is necessary iIn
order to protect the groundwater or the surface water or that
aspect of the environment that is degrading. And if in one area
of the state you need certain kinds of best management practices
in order to control that situation, that"s what you do. In
other parts of the state you may need different practices, you
may need less onerous practices, you may need more serious
practices. And the NRDs now, with respect to the protection of
the groundwater, are beginning to do that around the state. In
the Central Platte NRD, for example, they have a much higher,
they have much higher best management requirements than do most
of the NRDs, because they have a more serious nitrate problem in
the Central Platte area. So best management practices is not
something that you®"re doing or you®"re not doing, and everybody
is doing it the same. It's a set of practices that is
appropriate to protecting the environment in a particular area,
and at the same time not being too onerous for whatever industry
is being asked to comply with best management practices. But,
with respect to land areas and land applications of chemicals,
DEQ, except in extreme circumstances, in situations that they
rarely exercise authority, doesn"t have...doesn"t exercise
day-to-day authority in terms of looking at best management
practices. That, in a sense, in its closest sense, is the work
of the natural resource districts with regard to the protection
of groundwater. So what 1"m trying to look at here is...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR BEUTLER: ...an integrated kind of approach to a

specific problem that we have all indicated that we want to
address with regard to the trout streams, and the question is.
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