
March 24, 1999 LB 835

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

discussion to compile a record is a poor use of our legislative 
time. I don't know of an issue that will have more import to 
the people to be affected. There will be bills more 
controversial but not more significant in its impact. And it's 
kind of interesting that although there has not been direct 
opposition expressed, there has been so much discussion, mainly 
from me, that I do think the packers and others have to realize 
that we understand what it is that is going on. Senator Kerrey, 
U.S. Senator Kerrey was of the opinion that legislation by 
steps...by states can help encourage Congress to do something. 
But even if that were not the case, we have an obligation, as a 
Legislature, to do that which we have the power to do, and I 
believe that's what we are aiming at here today. Later on, if 
Senator Raikes and I decide that we need to discuss anything on 
the floor, we would do so on Select File, but I'm available to 
anybody who would want to talk to me, even the lobbyists for 
Jesse James, Frank James, Cole Younger and Quantrill if they 
want to talk about this matter. We don't want to conceal 
anything. We want every question that people have to be brought 
out and spread on the record and addressed. I don't think 
anybody can say there was not the opportunity for all matters to 
be discussed. If the packers, the processors and whoever else 
is out there that may be worried about this bill or have
questions about it want to raise those questions, they ought to 
do so or forever hold their peace. After this bit of time of 
mine runs out, I will not say anything else on the bill while 
we're on Final Reading, and that probably means we will...I 
meant on General File, we will get a vote and move the bill. If 
I have made any comments that my colleagues found to be unclear, 
you can talk to me off the floor and I will further elaborate. 
I don't want, on this particular issue, there to be any
questions left hanging. I listened to Senator Dierks responding 
to questions. I've listened as Senator Vrtiska deprecated
him...let me change that word, he says he is so lacking in
understanding he won't know what I'm talking about. I've 
listened to Senator Vrtiska underestimate his knowledge and 
understanding of what it is we're dealing with. But when you 
put it all together, everybody, even those who ask questions, 
have contributed something that I think fleshes out the record and makes clear what this Legislature is doing, that we're aware 
of what we're doing, and when we cast a vote, the vote is done 
with full knowledge of the significance of that vote. And I


