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That"s the bottom line and that"s exactly what the situation is
today. And with no more intelligence than 1 have, 1 can
understand that. If you don"t.__if it costs you more to produce
than you get for it, you®"re not going to make any money, and if
you don"t make any money, the bottom line then is, and Ernie
says that"s a bad word, but the bottom line is you"re going to
go broke, simple as that. Senator Dierks has spoke to that. If
you"re in that industry, if you®"re a producer of those products
and you lose money, eventually you®"re going to be out of
business unless you can get in a big inheritance somewhere, but
you"re not going to stay iIn business. And the purpose, |1 think,
of this body is to make sure, in the best way that they can,
whatever it takes to do, is to make sure that production
agriculture in this state doesn"t go broke. Unfortunately,
today that is exactly what is happening. You see the young
people in this country who don"t go 1into agriculture simply
because there isn"t any money to be made and everybody has to
make a living. Everybody has to eat. Everybody has to have
some of the things that they feel they are entitled to and which
they should be. So the reason I°m supportive of the bill, 1
think this is at least a step in the direction to try to correct
some of the inequities that have developed In the system. 1 am
not here to beat up on the industry that processes the products.
We"re just here asking them to be more fair and to try to
understand the problems that production agriculture has in
America today, particularly in the Midwest where it"s the
biggest source of the income for many of the people in this
state and in the Midwest. So with those few words, 1 just want
you to know that 1 support the advancement of this bill, hope
that we can work out enough differences, if there are those that
develop, and we come to an understanding that will, in fact, do
something for the agriculture producers of America. With that,
than you very much, Mr. Lieutenant Governor.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you. Senator Vrtiska. For further
discussion. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Mr. President, 1 would like to
resume my discussion with Senator Raikes. Even though Senator
Vrtiska pretends that it"s above his head, 1"m going to try to
bring it closer to earth.



