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I think that it"s interesting and appropriate and desirable that
we all recognize that one of the functions and one of the proper
functions of government is to periodically address the economic
system, and to bring that system into some kind of socially
acceptable form. Because we all know that the capitalist
system, as wonderful as it is, has a tendency towards monopoly.
It has historically been true, it has always been true, it 1is
the natural thing to happen, if you let go of the system
completely, if government doesn"t intervene on behalf of all the
participants in the system. And so, historically, from time to
time, we have intervened. We intervened with the railroads on
behalf of the farmers, a long, long time ago. And 1 think it"s
entirely appropriate, if the farm community understand that
consolidation 1is hurting the interests of the independent
producer in ways that are not recognized as true and fair
competition, that they enlist the power of government to act on
their behalf. And I'm glad they"re doing so. And, Senator
Dierks, your penalty provisions relating to refusal to report
information, 1 think, should be extended to the reporting of
false information. And I think that should be a crime and a
civil penalty pertain to that also. And I would just encourage
you to move forward and do everything possible, because 1 think
that the pressure that"s being put on producers in these last
couple of decades has 1led to a Ilot of other unfortunate
consequences, especially as it relatesto things that I™m
interested in, and in particular the protection of the
environment. I think farmers are some of the (greatest
environmentalists, | truly do. And there are probably more of
them, proportionately, than there are in the urban populations.
But it"s very, very difficult for them to do the right thing
with regard to the environment, with this constant pressure,
constant price pressurethat is there. And the people in the
farm communitywould know better  than 1  whether that
pressure...to what extent that pressure extends from a truly
competitive system, and to what extent that pressure is
artificial and imposed by consolidated packer and grain
purchaser pressure. So, I hope this bill has a beneficial
influence, and || hope wecan move to the situation where the
market is iIndeed free and is perceived as free, and is in fact
free. Thank you.

SENATOR WICKERSHAM:  Senator Chambers.
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