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a bill that's coming, it's a committee priority for the 
Agriculture Committee, that will get into some more of these 
issues that I think are of concern, having to do with the 
structure of agriculture, having to do with the entry of 
agriculture of young farmers, and I also have a young farmer 
bill, by the way, and also the national security issue of having 
concentration of livestock. Those are part of the bigger 
picture that I think needs to be discussed. And I would hope to 
have a task force, appointed by the Governor this summer, to 
look into some of these issues for more legislation to be 
presented to this body next year. But Senator Dierks has done a 
wonderful job of getting some of these issues off the ground 
now, particularly the competitiveness of livestock processors 
and reporting that I'm particularly interested in. If you have 
no bidders, you don't hav<* competition. And we've all seen 
concentration occurring in all industries. And I think it's a 
huge concern, not only in agriculture, but across many, many of 
our industries in this country today because so many of them are 
being concentrated in the world. In fact, some of our 
agriculture companies are now controlled, not only in the United 
States, but in the world, across the...in this case Europe. But 
back to this particular thing. I believe that this is a good 
first step of at least exposing what the numbers are, what kind 
of market is available out there for any of us that want to 
enter that. You're going to hear the argument that contract 
agriculture is the wave of the future. I would invite you to 
read Senator Dierks' article on contract chicken farming, which 
is just two weeks old. If anyone wants to exchange places with 
an Arkansas chicken grower, I'd like to invite them to do so, 
because I don't think it's a happy thought because of the 
problem of losing competition in the agricultural area. What 
Senator Dierks is trying to do here is at least bring back some 
competition so the least of us, those of us that are independent 
producers at least know what the market is, even if you can't 
get access to that market. That doesn't really face this issue 
of market access. I don't know whether Senator Dierks used the 
number, but I just read last night, 37 percent hogs now are on 
the spot market, which means 63 percent are contract now. And 
you will not know most of those prices. I have a list that I 
didn't bring in today, if we're on this tomorrow, I'm going to 
bring it in, about what percent are under different contracts, 
they're called window contracts, ledger contracts, several forms
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