TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®"s Office

March 23, 1999 LB 495

that. But it does do the money that"s already there, that"s
been raised. It does not fund an ongoing program, but it does
maybe help those schools that need a one-time injection of money
that could be properly used for equipment. 1 would hope that it
is for proper one-time uses and not continued of ongoing
programs. But it would fund the equipment needs and 1 intended
to talk a little bit more about that on...and 11l ask somebody.
Perhaps Senator Stuhr could comment on how..._.what kind of
equipment needs they would do. But it would fund one time with
no continuous funding into the future. It gets into that
educational fund one time and does direct that money to what
that money was intended for, but it does not take it down the
road into the future, so it does leave opportunity for those
that are critical that it doesn"t.._takes away that grant money
into the future. It does not do that then. It leaves that fund
for what it was originally intended. But this it would direct
one time the vocational education emphasis that Senator Stuhr is
after. Just an idea, maybe we"ll get to it, I don"t know when,
if we keep working on this bill. But it is an idea, | think,
that | hope will come up in due time after we have this debate.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator Stuhr,
please.

SENATOR  STUHR: Thank you, Senator Coordsen and members of the
Legislature. Just a couple points. I was trying to listen
intently to Senator Wehrbein. There seems to be some concern
about the funding stream. The funding stream 1is going to
continue to go to schools, whether it is designated in one
particular area or not of the Innovation Funds. A comment as
far as being very specifically trained- if you will notice in
the amendment and in some of the handouts there are a number of
programs that are offered. Students, most generally, take one
or two courses, particularly in their junior high years, and
possibly one or two because of...if students are planning to go
ahead and get an advanced degree or going to community colleges,
most of them just do not have the hours available. But it gives
them some exposure to ag education, to business education. We
have a number of students, 1 know, in the school that my
children attended, at Bradshaw, that we had a wonderful business
education program that taught them skills for life, some career
guidance, just an exposure. Many of the schools are providing



