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estate was all local. The state did not levy any of those 
taxes, and that's what they touted when they tried to get 
business and other...and people to move to Nebraska. Back in 
the fifties, when my husband was Governor, you'll remember that 
he tried very hard and I think almost got rid of the personal 
property tax. Remember, Operation Honesty, you were supposed to 
declare on your personal property form that the assessor brought 
around to your house what you had that was taxable. You don't 
have a piano, do you, the assessor would say, and he's sitting 
right next to the piano. Nobody wore any diamonds, no furs, 
nothing. And the other thing was it had to do with stocks and
bonds that you owned, and a lot of people did not declare them
and that was the whole thing that had...that was the whole
thrust of Operation Honesty, to get people to be honest if they 
wanted to continue that tax. Well, we got rid of that. In
1966, the state, was on the ballot to put in a sales and income 
tax. I guess maybe that's where the fun began because, after it 
was voted in, and you were talking about that this morning, the 
people voted for it and then they didn't want it. They blamed Nobby Tiemann for the sales and income tax. He didn't put it on 
the ballot, but he was a victim of that particular legislation. 
One of the things that I think, and Senator Chambers said 
something a minute ago that made me think of this, one of the 
mistakes I think along the way that the Legislature did, and I 
don't remember the year and I didn't look, they took away from 
the Equalization Committee the tax-setting privilege. Before 
that4. Legislature did not set the tax rates. So this has all 
been coming along and we're still on the track, we still haven't 
gotten it right, and that's why I react the way I do to LB 149, 
'cause we still haven't gotten it right. Every year there's 
some problem. We need $22 million, I guess it's down to a 
little less than 20 million now, to make up to the state aid to 
the school districts so they are alive and well, so they are 
whole. And it's been explained to me many different ways and 
each one of them confuses me. I still have all these little 
maps and graphs that Senator Wickersham wrote out for me one day in my office. But...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR CROSBY: ...still, each person has a different reason
for voting for or against LB 149. I'm trying to be consistent.


