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court and the courts are going to make the determination of what
those orders are. And there has been great strides made to make
more uniform child support. These are guidelines. [If someone
feels that there"s inequity, there is the route of appeal. That
is used frequently. Child support is one of the most frequently
appealed issues and most of it relates tothefact is 1 don"t
want to pay it, it"s too high. This isnota tax issue. This
bill did not arise out of the Revenue Committee. It arose out
of the Judiciary Committee. It is not a tax issue. This is an
issue about how we are going to determine the available amount
of money to pay your first obligation, and that is to support
your children. I had great reservations about Senator Crosby®s
bill. After examining this, |1 now plan to vote for Senator
Crosby*"s bill to have a study and look at all the pieces and not
just take one part at a time. I will not put the amendment in
to delay this because, if we"d pass this bill, Senator Crosby"s
bill could directly have the recommendation the opposite way and
we"ll wind up reversing ourself, and what"s the result? I got
to tell you, if this bill passes every lawyer, including myself,
I"m going to write a letter to every divorce client that 1 have
and 1™m going to say the rules have changed. You now have the
opportunity to modify your case to come back in and change your
child support. The courts again will be flooded and for what
may be a two-year change or a three-year change the damage to
the system is too high. And 1 don®t think it"s...1 don"t think
that it"s the right thing to do. If you"re going to change the
system, look at all of it. Do it in a comprehensive manner and
then make those changes if you don®"t like them. But 1... 1 think
the bracket motion gives us the opportunity to put it off.
That"s better than killing the bill and having him have to start

the process all over. The bracket motion keeps the bill on
General ... keeps it on Select File, actually, which is well down
the track. And if Senator Crosby®s study group comes back,

makes a quick determination, or if they have a long-term plan or
goal, 1 think we ought to follow that. I"m not going to say I™m
going to buy in to what the recommendations are till 1 see them,
but it provides a comprehensive approach. |1 would hope that we
would look at this. The direct result is going to be a lot more
modifications in the court system for a change. You can"t just
make it prospectively. It wild happen retrospectively as well
and 1 think that that"s an unintended circumstance that we ought
to avoid.



