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SENATOR BROMM: Thank you very much, Mr. Lieutenant Governor. I
had filed the bracket the other day, just before, I think, we 
adjourned or the bill went off the agenda, and so we had no
opportunity to really discuss it, although I made sure Senator 
Baker knew that I filed it so that he'd have an opportunity, and 
he's had plenty of opportunity now certainly to think about it. 
Let me describe what my rationale is for bracketing. I don't 
necessarily disagree with Senator Baker's argument that we could 
do something different in child support with respect to the 
factor of depreciation. The language or the guideline in the 
child support criteria for depreciation may not be fair in all 
instances. On the other hand, the guidelines for child
support... for setting child support are a set of...a set of
book...it's a booklet, actually, and I had one here the other 
day when I filed the motion and it's...it's gotten away from me 
somehow. But it is a thick booklet of factors that are looked
at in child support. Depreciation is only one of the factors
that are taken into account in one way or another. If the
Legislature is going to get into the nuts and bolts of the child 
support guidelines, then I think we should be prepared to deal 
on this floor with many other factors. The income factors of a 
parent who now has three more children that he had after the 
obligation of the first child, that's a sore subject, I can tell 
you that. A number of other considerations can be brought to 
bear. If we want to get into setting the guidelines on this 
floor, then we should be prepared to deal with more than just 
one factor. Secondly, Senator Crosby has a bill, LB 407, which 
recognizes that we need to do something different with respect 
to our child support guidelines, but it doesn't say what the 
answer is. It establishes a group of people, including a couple 
of Supreme Court judges and economists, who will look at the 
guidelines right away and continue to look at them on an ongoing 
basis with an eye towards making them more fair and appropriate. 
And the way that you establish child support guidelines is a
very important process because, even though it's just a
presumption and a court can establish a different child support 
level if it finds good reason to, the burden of proof is really 
on those who try to convince the court that the guidelines 
should not be followed. So it's important that the guidelines 
be fair to both sides. Now, the other...the other concern I 
have about this bill, I've had a couple of letters and phone


