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for judges®™ salaries, things like that. But one of the biggest
surprises 1 would say, maybe it"s not a surprise now, but last
week with the low-level nuclear waste issue where we"re getting
it requested for 6 to 9 million dollars for General Funds to
replace those frozen funds. Now we"re not going to know until
April 10th, but with the wording that many of you know about
that®"s in that court decree, it would be questionable 1 think
but what...if we"re going to continue paying our bills and
preparing a defense, if that"s what it takes, it"s going to take
some General Fund money. So you add that all up with many of
the bills that have already gone through here, and 1 don®"t have
a master list, in about ten days we will have probably a list,
or maybe three weeks, of all the A bills, but you can add those
up yourself as to the spending bills that we"ve done. And they
run from 300,000 to 500,000 to 700,000 to a million dollars and
more. This one"s $9 million. This wipes out nearly all of the
money that"s allocated for A bills. What you want to do I don"t
know. I know that many do want to do something in the homestead
exemption. Really, all 1"m here to say is it"s starting to get
time to do priorities in your own mind as to what you want and
maybe it means reading the board to see what kind of level
support there are for homestead exemptions, or perhaps respite
care. As you know, I"ve got a bracket on the respite care bill.
That is going to be intensively lobbied if | take that bracket
off because 1 certainly am getting intensively lobbied on that
particular issue. It"s a good cause. It will save money down
the road perhaps, as so many of our issues do. Even this case
can be made for homestead exemptions about not pricing their
people, all of us, eventually out of our homes because of
excessive taxes, or at least high when you don"t have the income
to pay for them. But somewhere along the line we"re going to
have to draw the line and not Ilet the Governor do it all,
because 1 think we"re heading for multimillion dollars in cuts
or potential vetoes if we are to hold the line at all. And
remember we"re not going to be able to go with a 4 percent. |
guess | think if I read the sense of the body on the resolution,
it was probably 3.5 percent. We"re well beyond that right now.
But we"re going to have to stop at 4 or so if we...if we are to
keep within our revenue. So I don"t really have the answers
except it"s time |1 think in each one of our own mind, I don"t
mean to be preachy, but to somewheredraw the line on what we
can afford to do without leavingall these decisions for the



