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handed to me, and we discussed it for prioritizing, and as we
all know we don"t like to throw away our priority bill; we like
to have something that®s substantial and for a reason and that"s
going to benefit everybody, not just one or two people. And
what really got me on this bill was the fact that it"s not a
give-away, It"s not a program we"re going to get here and give
people money and not expect something back for it. And, if they
can pay it back, or if it"s...if they are reimbursed, such as
was alluded to, have a roof blow off and the insurance company
covers that, they will have to make up those dollars. The
insurance company may not pay off that moment, but they will

eventually. And, if they do eventually, then it has to be paid
back. And so there®s a lot of safeguards in here. 1"ve never
seen a bill with so many safeguards in it. | mean, we are right
down to the bottom here and everything has checked out. And, if
all else fails, then this body does the rest, the Education
Committee and the Governor, and there®s just a lot of safeguards
in it. One more thing, we"ve all gone around to our districts
and territory, and |I"ve heard the Governor say he"s for our
smaller schools and to keep our schools going, and if there"s a
reason to have them merge and so on, fine. But it shouldn®t be
for a reason that"s out of their control. And with all the
safeguards, | jJust think it"s a bill that we can all live with
here and support it. And 1 appreciate your...all your comments.

And | appreciate Senator Raikes®"™ <concerns. And if he has
something that Senator Bohlke can work with to make the bill
even better, why appreciate that, too. Thank you. 171l give a
minute or so here to Senator Jones, if he"d like it.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Senator Jones.

SENATOR  JONES: Thanks, Senator Cudaback. I just wanted to
stand in strong support of this bill, because Ilcan see how it
would really help me, because you never know when a family would
move in, you know, with...maybe a lot of them that"s on special
ed and they need help, and that special ed money wouldn®"t come
until the next year, or if they have a big expense. There was a
school, 1 don"t know how many of you knew it, but a country
school by the name of Birdwood, burned down, just burned down
the other day. And they"re hauling the kids to, splitting them
up between Sutherland and Hershey, trying to get them to school
for the rest of the year. But 1 don"t know whether they"re



