
March 12, 1999 LB 126

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

disciplined for what authorities said involved special 
treatment— driving the officer home instead of arresting him. 
Michael L. Vittitoe," V-i-t-t-i-t-o-e, 47, was charged Tuesday 
with driving under the influence, a charge punishable by a $500 
fine, 7 to 60 days in jail, and a six-month license suspension. 
Vittitoe resigned February 3rd. The two officers have been 
identified in court documents as Kevin Parker and Samuel
Murabito. Sergeant Dan Cisar, a police spokesman, declined to 
specify the disciplinary action taken against the two officers. 
'As a police department, we must demand the highest professional 
and personal standards from our officers', Cisar said. 'Our 
officers are not above the law'. The incident started with a 
near-miss accident January 25th near 114th Street and West 
Center Road involving what witnesses described as an erratic
driver. According to witness accounts and court documents, 
police were summoned and the driver was identified as a police
officer. At least two witnesses later contacted the police
administration to find out how the matter was handled. Cisar 
said Thursday that authorities did not learn of the incident 
until the inquiries from the witnesses". That's because they 
got lying cops who are not upholding their oath to enforce the 
law. "James Griffiths, manager of yard operations for Union Pacific, was one of the witnesses. Griffiths said Thursday that 
he and his girlfriend first encountered a driver, identified 
later as Vittitoe, near 105th Street and West Center Road. 'We 
drove around him', he said. 'It didn't look to be safe to be 
driving behind him.' Near the intersection of 114th and West 
Center, Griffiths said, the man ran over a median and nearly hit 
Griffiths vehicle. The driver then stopped his vehicle and got 
out. 'He stepped down an embankment,' Griffiths said, 'and he 
tumbled and fell.'"
SENATOR CROSBY: One minute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: "Griffiths said he and another motorist
stopped to check on the driver and kept him from leaving. 'He 
was just very drunk,' Griffiths said. Griffiths then approached 
a private security officer who was making checks at a nearby 
apartment complex and asked him for help. The court documents 
filed in Douglas County Court allege that Vittitoe had to be 
restrained because he became combative with the security 
officer. 'He certainly was opposed to producing his
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