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available so that we can take advantage of what"s in existence
and not add to them. But to be able to add to training, to
identify people who are there now, that people that need
services have no idea that they"re there, the whole purpose of
the initial money is to do this identification. Even to...it
would be open, you know, as to whether you have to have the same
geographical areas as the six regions that are now set up to
deal with this. We have left that open so once we can identify
the needs for services in the various parts of the state we can
construct it accordingly. What we don"t want to do is layer
more bureaucracy. We don"t want to spend dollars unnecessarily.
We want dollars to be able to reach out to people who are
caregivers and who, in effect, 1iIn the end become victims
themselves and, at the same time, be able to eliminate, to help
slow down the need for placing many of these individuals into
institutionalized care which is just tremendously more
expensive. So 1 feel that we have constructed the bill well.
We heard, either in verbal testimony or in written testimony
from virtually every healthcare organization and group within
the state of Nebraska in support of this legislation and,
basically, nobody in opposition. And 1 would hope that let"s go
ahead and get on with the vote, let"s move this thing forward.
And I certainly, 1if vyou...if you have any further questions,
Senator Beutler, would be glad to address those with you, but |1
would ask let"s move this forward. Thank you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Dierks.
SENATOR DIERKS: 1°d call the question.

SENATOR BEUTLER: (Microphone not activated
immediately.) .._full debate on the issue.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Beutler, just a moment so I can...l
can see that you"re waving wildly. I just need to have your
microphone turned on so 1 can hear your objection. Senator
Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator, 1"m sorry. I thought maybe you

thought 1 was raising my hand to be one of the five hands.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Well, 1 didn"t know if you were catching a

2088



