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respect to education funding, that we were in fact going to have 
an automatic mechanism; that the certification that came on 
state aid to education was going to be the law for the 
Legislature and we need to fund that amount of money. In a 
sense, it's putting to one side that amount of money and saying, 
we're going to use it for this level of education spending. 
It's almost like a trust fund. It's statutorily set aside. The Legislature, without changing the statute, cannot change the 
amount of money that's going to be identified as certified and, 
therefore, as required to go into that pot. The community
college law has a similar kind of provision that has at least a
requirement in certain instances that we make up certain kinds 
of differences no matter what. The Highway Trust Fund takes 
that money out and puts it in a separate pile. There are other 
things. What we're doing and what we're allowing special 
interest groups to do over time is to set aside their separate 
pots, and they each have a separate pot and it's hands off that
pot, hands off that pot, and hands off that pot. And as we
allow them to create more of these pots, you and I become bound 
up with a hundred...with a hundred twine, because when there is 
a necessity for balancing things, we can't reach into this pot, 
that pot, that pot or that pot. Now with healthcare we're 
experiencing the policy question of setting up another pot, a 
huge pot, a million-dollar pot. I mean this isn't like the 
Environmental Trust where we're talking about five, six, seven 
million, or the grant program for education where we're talking 
about five, six, seven million a year. We're talking about a 
fund that, as you heard earlier in this...in this session, is 
going to receive, in addition to the 50 million later this year, 
it's...over the next few years it's going to receive in addition 
the cigarette tax money, which is pretty much settled it's 
coming now, that's going to create money in excess of a billion 
dollars, billion dollars, which will create interest-only 
expenses or funds available in the neighborhood of a hundred 
million dollars. Now that's a pretty huge chunk of money that 
otherwise would have been available to the General Fund. That's 
a pretty huge amount of money to set aside and say hands off, 
and it's a really huge amount of money to set aside and say 
hands off and also, and also some of these things...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
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