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situation, and what the court said, it would be unfair for
Donald to benefit, Donald was the fellow who was using this
mechanism, the noncustodial parent, it would be unfair for
Donald to benefit from his choice to incur debt, which gives
rise to the depreciation, and build equity in his farm at the
expense of his children. So I'm trying to...1"m going to throw
this out and take it for a first thought. I"'m not sure I%"ve
thought about it Ilong enough, but 1 suppose there are lots of
examples iIn urban situations where one might choose to build
equity and avoid the short-term child support obligation in
exchange for long-term gain. And 1 guess the question s,
should a person be able to substitute investment and take
depreciation and cut down on his support to his children, and
then turn around and himself benefit from having done that in
the long term through the appreciation of the assets and the
benefit of the depreciation? You know, the more 1 think about
this, the more. ..

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: -.-1"m troubled, notwithstanding the fact that
I, on the other side, 1 have sympathy with what you"re trying to
do for the average property owner out there or businessperson
even.

SENATOR BAKER: I would address that in that it might be a very

specific case. Obviously, there was a court case involving
this. I wasn®"t aware of that. But that"s not going to be a
case that comes up very often, 1 wouldn™"t think. That person,

and what 1._.._my bill addresses is a legitimate person out there
trying to build equity or...and some...most cases that I'm
familiar with, they are actually farming now. And 1 can see
your point. Yes, somebody might use this as a way to post...or
eliminate some child support payments and build equity, but what
really the crux of this bill is, is people that are out there
now, self-employed. ..

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Time.

SENATOR BAKER: ...use...and not able to deduct their
depreciation.
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