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here in the Legislature treat any issue any differently because 
they happen to be male or they happen to be female. I can't 
speak about the insurance industry, but I remember other debates 
and Issues on this floor and I believe that people approach 
those issues a& state senators. And I don't have all the 
information the Banking Committee had in dealing with this 
issue, but I am not convinced that if it would have been four 
women on the Banking Committee the result would have been any 
different. And so I think we're missing the point of the 
argument when we slant it in that direction. What I do think is 
that what I have heard, and I will give Senator Landis, I see he 
has his light on, he can respond to this, is that generally I've 
heard that the Banking Committee lets one mandate out a year. 
And if that's the truth, they let one out this year on Senator 
Schimek's bill. Now you can tell me if that's how you...you 
work a long time, you get a number of bills before you with a 
number of mandates, and I know you work with the representatives 
of the insurance companies. Now that may not be true, but 
that's what I've heard, and in looking at the history of what 
has come out of committee and how long it takes to get out of 
committee, it seems to me that we get about one bill out a year
dealing with a mandate. The other part that I would like to
speak to is that for my colleagues who are new here, when I came 
to the Legislature, I made a decision on pulling bills from 
committee, and my decision was that as I looked at the 
organization of the Legislature, I thought the committee system, 
the committees really are our second house, and so as I watched 
it after my first year, I have had a long-standing position that 
I do not vote to pull something out of committee. I think that 
I appreciate the Speaker timed this so we aren't taking what
would be a longer time, but I know there are a number of other 
issues out there right now that people are looking at to pull 
out of committee. And I always have great concern when that 
happens, because as we get on down into the session, later in 
the session, we have priority bills and things that are very 
important to people, and you get those that have not been
successful in committee, and I think that certainly disrupts the 
agenda, the time spent on the floor on the things that are 
important to others who have gotten those measures out of 
committee. So I do not vote to pull something out of committee, 
but if...if this were successful, I've been listening carefully, 
I think I would support, though, and vote for the measure. It's
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