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people who qualify for Lifeline from paying the surcharge to the
Universal Service Fund. We don"t know exactly what that
surcharge will be# but it"s been established by the order that
was entered recently by the PSC to be 5 percent of the long
distance charges, 5 percent of long distance charges.
That...that could change to a different percentage, but that"s

what it...what it is proposed to be right now. That"s a
credible suggestion, but 1 don”"t know how much_ long distance
those folks use as a rule. By being on_ Lifeline, they

et...they get the benefit of at least two things--their phone
ill is reduced by about five and a quarter per month, and they
can"t be disconnected from their phone for nonpayment of their
bill. To qualify for Lifeline the requirements are very...are
very straightforward and very strict, and they"re established by
federal law because there"s federal money available to help with
the Lifeline Program. And I don"t have the...l do have the
guidelines somewhere but I don"t have them in front of me as |
speak, but such things as if you"re on food stamps or qualifying
or a public assistance program of some kind, those are the
kinds of guidelines that they draw from other...from other
standards  to determine who qualifies for the Lifeline Program.
I have, since Senator Chambers has filed the amendment. 1"ve
talked to the Public_ Service Commission and Senator Chambers and
I spoke this morning, and I had a suggestion and it was this;
that I would be willing to propose an amendment which would use
the maximum amount of money possible to leverage the Lifeline
Program. The federal government will give us a dollar to help
with the Lifeline Program for every two dollars that we put into
the program. I have not filed the amendment because, to some
extent, 1 think this is an issue that we need to discuss Senator
Chambers® issue first, but 1 want you to know what 1 think is a
better alternative. My amendment would suggest that or would
tell the Public Service Commission, you are to maximize your use
of the Lifeline monies that are available from the Tfederal
government and you are to credit into the pot, in order to
access those federal monies, any service charges that are paid
by the Lifeline folks. So, if there are Lifeline people who do
use long distance, the surcharge they pay, the 5 percent, will
be put into the Lifeline Fund, which would bring a dollar of
federal funds in for every two dollars of those monies. My
amendment does one other thing. It says if that money isn"t
enough, you"re to take such additional money out...



