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effective bullets, and 1 appreciate and respect that. | want to
talk a little bit about the woman who called you relative to her
issue, and 1 want to try to eliminate that from being an issue
in this debate. We have, when we passed the original seat belt
Iegislation making it a_ secondary offense, 1 think It was in
1993, we did make some definite exceptions, and one of those
exceptions was a person who possesses written verification from
a physician that the person is unable to wear a occupant
protection system for medical reasons. They are excepted, and 1
hope that that will deal with your constituent, or my
constituent, whoever®s constituent that called you with that
particular reason. I"ve also had distributed to you for
your...so you can read and see what...and 1"ve lost one of

pieces already, but we have a letter from the...from the mayor
of San Francisco, this is a coPy that has been sent to me, sent
to the Michigan State Legislature, as they were debating this
issue. It"s a letter sent by the Mayor of San Francisco,
Willie L. Brown, Jr., telling you while he was Speaker of the
California Assembly that he authored legislation that allowed
police officers to stop a motorist and issue a citation if the
police officer could see that the driver was not wearing a
safety belt. And he states in this letter that the law, which
at that time had been in effect for two years, that was in
February of 1996, has been entirely successful. He has noted
that seat belt use has increased dramatically, and this has
simply saved hundreds of lives and even more injuries from
occurring. And in this letter, he states that he has not heard
of one single case of police officers using this lifesaving law
as an excuse to stop motorists to harass them. In fact, as more
California motorists have buckled up, our police officers have
had to 1issue fewer seat belt citations each year, and he was
encouraging the Michigan Legislature to pass the...pass this
{ﬁgislation- I think, once again, that this illustrates that
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PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.

SENATOR BYARS: ...the issue that Senator Chambers has _brought
before us, that I really think...1 think he has made his point.
I honestly feel, Senator Chambers, that | have refuted that as a
point to object to this bill. I think there are any number of
ways that you can be stopped now. I don"t think adding this
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