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Because most of the influential people are the ones driving down
the road with a cell phone. I believe it was the state of
Connecticut, and don"t quote me on this, but one of the eastern
states done a survey and a large percent of their accidents were
caused by people driving while talking on cell phones. So
sometimes we deal with issues, what is causing the accident is
not really the problem. It may be something else. We had bills
in here to put safety ed back within the State Patrol a couple
of years ago. It was denied. We have taken the driver's
education away from our public schools because we don®t fund it.
I believe education is the way to go with these seat belts. You
start out with children when they are born and you put them in
those car seats, and they are fastened in those car seats until
age 4. Most of them won"t ride’in a vehicle unless they got
their seat belt fastened because they have been accustomed to
using it. It"s habit, and 1 think that"s one thing that we need
to do, and I think we need to look at parents® responsibility.
We"re talking about teena%ers, young people, not wearing their
seat belts and being killed in accidents out here. Why aren"t
parents teaching these young people to wear their seat belts? |1
think there®s a lot of factors built into this and, believe me,
I respect law enforcement probably as much as anybody. | didn"t
serve 30 years with the department for nothing, but, believe me,
there are ?eople out there that will use this, I1'm not talking
about probable cause to go to court, but they may use this just
for a reason to stop somebody for whatever ifthey cannot

observe the seat belt being worn. The truckers came in_and
supported this bill. Truckers, | believe now is a primary
offense if you"re not wearing it. Butl ask you, 1if you're

driving down the car...the road in your car, how can youlook up
and tell whether a trucker is wearing his seat belt or not.

It’s impossible. And so these are the things, | think, that
need to be addressed and | think need to be thought about. And,
again, | respect Senator Byars 100 percent in what he is tryin
to do as far as saving people®s lives out here, but |1 thin
education and there"s other ways to go about this,...

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD PRESIDING
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR  SCHMITT: ...so with that. 171l give the minute to
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