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ou could be ticketed if you don"t wear that belt. A few years
ack, | wasn"t here when it was passed, but the seat belt was
passed in the mandatory fashion. 1 didn"t support it back then.
I still don"t support 1t. The people then voted and voted it
back out. The Legislature came back, put It back in, made it
mandatory and | have observed out there many times senators that
were in this body at the time when that was passed and supported
the mandatory seat belt, when they"re driving their vehicle or
when they"re riding in a vehicle, they"re not wearing it. | do
not support the mandatory seat belt. 1 think that Eeople, when
they"re adults, should be able to choose what they do, but 1
wear mine almost all the time. I"ve got a bad habit, everybody
laughs at me. 1 go to the lake, 1 go to back my boat in the
water, 1 get out, Iﬁet it ready to go, and when I go to back
down the ramp, [lhook my seat belt, but, anyway, 1 do support

everybody wearing it, so we got_ that_ clear, but 1 also
understand where Senator Chambers is coming from. I don"t live
in Senator Chambers® District. 1 have been there. 1 think he

has a different situation where he is at than most of us do. 1
have a picture in my office that 1 look at almost every morning
when 1 go in there, and it is a picture of a Native American
warrior or chief, 1 presume a warrior, but the caption under
that is "0 Great Spirit, grant that | might not criticize my
neighbor until 1 have walked a mile in his moccasins." And 1
look at that, and although | probably don®"t do this all the
time, | try to live by that, and I think we need to take a look
at that and 1 think this is an issue that needs to be looked at
in that respect because of what can ha?pen out there. ,
again, I"'m not saying that every police officer out there is
going to stop you. ..

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR SCHMITT: ...but there are a few that could use that as

an excuse to stop you for some other reason. And | just want
you to think about what we"re doing here today, and I understand

where Senator Byars is coming from, an I respect him
wholeheartedly for it. 1 know he"s very sincere on this_ because
of the accidents. But ¥ears ago with my occupation, the
accident reports that we filled out only dealt with whether you

were wearing seat belts in injury accidents or in fatalities.
IT It was a noninjury, there wasn™t even a space to mark. |



