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I'm perhaps sympathetic. I am sympathetic with the attitude 
that we've got to buy equipment to stay in business. But to say 
that if we didn't have this factor in child support that people 
wouldn't go through bankruptcy just doesn't...doesn't work, 
because child support isn't dischargeable in bankruptcy. What 
the courts have, what the bankruptcy court has is you've 
got...your first obligation isn't to your business. Your first 
obligation is to your kids. You got to provide so they can eat
and survive. They didn't do anything wrong in that divorce.
They're the people in the middle. And...and the courts are
going to come back and say you need to have, as your first
obligation, what portion of the money do you have in your hand
to give them. Senator Vrtiska raises a good issue about, well,
what happens if there isn't any money? That's when people go
back to court and say, I'm sorry, I've had a change in life, my 
business went under, or...
SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: ...I'm earning less money, and the courts
will examine that and will reduce child support. So the issue 
isn't if we have less money. The issue is, do we piecemeal now, 
begin to put in factors in a child support determination, or do 
we follow what pattern we've had and that's to give it to the 
courts? I don't think there's a uniformity problem. I think 
that there are hundreds, if not thousands, of divorce cases that 
go through using those guidelines and depreciation is added 
back. There may be a judge here or there who, if a compelling
argument's made, that they will...they will not do that. But
I'm sure not aware of very many. I think that's a pretty
bedrock principle that the district courts are using out there.
Senator Baker, just to end up my time, divorces are in district 
court. Good old Senator Beutler, the other :*er, allowed the 
county court, in certain circumstances, to have concurrent
jurisdiction but, as a practical matter,...
SENATOR SCHIMEKi Time.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: ...what, Senator Beutler, 90 percent are
sitting in the district court today.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: Senator Jones, you are next.


