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objection to gambling, so you don't even have to pay attention 
to what I'm saying now in terms of having to answer a question 
because I just want to, whenever I get the opportunity, express 
my opposition to state-sponsored gambling. There have been 
connections made between the rash of bank robbing that is 
occurring, mainly in Omaha, but I understand it's spreading to 
other parts of the state, not only are banks being robed now, 
but various types of commercial establishments. Connections are 
being made between those robberies and people with gambling 
problems. The problem develops for a gambler when debts are 
accumulated which cannot be paid. So you have to get money from 
somewhere. You cannot get it from the alluring places that this 
state tries to encourage people to go into, so you have to go 
someplace else, and you take the gun with you. And we're going 
to make it possible for more people to have more guns, legally. 
So somebody who can carry that gun might happen to walk by a
bank and say, wait a minute, I've got what I need here, I'm
going to go get me some money. And Willy the Actor Sutton, a 
notorious, infamous, but in some circles famous bank robber, 
would be captured for having robbed banks, locked up, and he 
also was an escape artist. And when he was asked why he
continued to rob the banks, since he'd always ultimately wind up 
back in prison, he said, banks are where the money is. And that 
is true. These types of bills that Senator Schellpeper is
offering today don't go directly to whether or not state 
gambling out to be sanctioned. He's trying to deal with an 
existing set of circumstances, and that's why I'm not trying to 
involve him in this discussion. But I think it is terribly 
wrong for the state, knowing the evils of gambling, to be the 
house, or to be the one sponsoring it to spend money to put up 
advertisements and billboards, to encourage people to gamble. 
Yet these same politicians...Ben Nelson was no different. The 
man that I call Mickey is no different. They will talk, and 
talk, and chatter, and chatter about values this, values that, 
and the children, then make it crystal clear that the state is 
underwriting and supporting one of the most damaging activities 
that can engage in a society where there is a gross, inequitable 
distribution of wealth, where you have extremely rich people, on 
one hand, extremely poor people on the other, and some in the 
middle who don't realize that they're a half step and a sneeze 
from being poor themselves. Gambling is always presented as the 
way to make the quick fix, the way to hit the jackpot. Yet the


