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Commission is the commission that's generally responsible for 
those four streets that form spokes out from the capitol, north, 
west, south, and east. And so they would be meeting with them 
at least once a year while this capitol project is going on, 
this restoration project. I should also mention to you that the 
Capitol Environs Commission is working on a landscaping plan for 
those environs at the present time. One additional thing that 
this bill does is it establishes a... establishes a means by 
which we could...well, it doesn't establish it. There is a 
means by which the Capitol Commission could do...have a plan for 
fund-raising, much as was done with the Governor's mansion. 
There actually is a revolving fund or a fund in the Department 
of Administrative Services that we could do this through, and 
that, frankly, is my vision, that we would ask individuals and 
companies to participate in this landscaping plan and to ask 
school children all across the state to be involved. It's 
really a very beautiful plan and it really needs to be part of 
the capitol and in the completion of the capitol. Without going 
into any more detail, I am going to stop and see if there are 
any questions. I also have a committee amendment to introduce 
before that discussion can occur.
SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Senator Schimek. You may open on
the committee amendments. (See AM0221 on page 499 of the 
Legislative Journal.)
SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, Madam President, members of the body, the
amendment is very simple. It simply gives the authority for the 
landscaping plan and makes it permissive rather than mandatory, 
and also makes it permissive that the Department of 
Administrative Services actually contract for the fountains in 
the courtyards. These fountains are not going to be
inexpensive. It's estimated that they are about $150,000 a 
piece. So what I would like to do is have this Capitol
Commission begin meeting and begin devising a plan by which we
could accomplish the landscaping plan for the capitol. I might 
mention to you that some of the shrubs and trees were planted in 
1934 and have far outgrown themselves, and there really does 
need to be some update here. So with that, I am sure Senator 
Wehrbein has questions. He has his light on, and I will try to 
answer them.
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