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everything's different because we have computers and everything 
in the courthouse? The courthouse is still probably the most 
political entity in this state and in the country. The 
courthouse is political and those people in the courthouse, who 
are elected by each one of us, have a lot of political 
pressures. You think we have them here. You go over and be 
county treasurer or county clerk or the assessor. Be the 
assessor for awhile and see the kind of pressures you get. So 
that's my two points. It would cost the counties more. We must 
be sure that the counties want to pay that. The second thing is 
that I don't think that we should burden our county official or 
our treasurer that way. So, aside from the fact that I'm...I
think the daily newspaper is the quickest and easiest way to
publish it, I want you to think about those people in the 
courthouse. And I'm...you can tell how old I am. I still call 
it the courthouse. I don't call it the city-county building. 
It'8 the courthouse. Thank you.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Wickersham.
SENATOR WICKERSHAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I've been
listening to folks say that they support the Byars amendment and 
that's good. They get up and speak their minds. But, frankly, 
I'm confused about part of what I'm hearing. This is not a new 
mandate, is not a new mandate. It is an option for the counties 
to act in the way that they see is the most flexible and 
responsible in their counties. There must be a new wind blowing 
in this Chamber today, a new wind blowing. Over the last three 
years, we have passed bill, after bill, after bill that allowed 
more flexibility to local officials in a variety of areas to be 
efficient and effective. There's still a few of those bills 
around this year. A new wind is blowing, a new wind: No, local
officials, we're not going to allow you to find the ways to be 
most efficient and effective. We know how to do it for you.
It's the way we've always done it and that, by golly, is the way
we're going to continue to do it. A new wind— the way we've 
always done it, the best way, and you can't figure out how to do 
it any better and if we let you choose you'll make the wrong 
choice. A new wind. Now, is this about less notice? No. It 
might be notice to whom. That's an interesting question, notice 
to whom. Is it important that I have notice that Senator 
Peterson has delinquent taxes? I'm not going to pay them for


