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have the opportunity to do so before this bill moves much 
further. But if I can just make a few observations that this is 
more than just a parity issue. What...if you choose to go ahead 
and make them equal pay, in effect what you've done is paved the 
road then for a unified court system in the state where there 
would be no county court judges and no district court judges, 
they would all be trial court judges. Maybe that's a good 
thing, maybe it's not. But that is a big step. That's one 
that's been extremely contentious in this state. Just make sure 
that you understand there's more to this vote than just that. 
Senator Chambers, you struck me...your discussion was 
interesting. Now if I get this right, that means that if I 
get...if I would get stopped by a State Patrolman that is a 
little older and more experienced and gets more pay, that means 
it's a better stop than if I get stopped by a State Patrolman 
who's getting paid less. Is that...if I follow your logic, 
that's correct? Okay. Well, I thought that was true. And the 
next time I...I've never gotten...well, I'm not going to say 
that, 'cause I have.... I've never gotten a ticket, okay. But 
the next time somebody gets stopped, I suppose, just to question 
the pay grade to make sure that it's a good stop. Might be an 
interesting concept. The other word of caution, I think that 
this is probably an amendment that needs to have some 
discussion. I would hope that Senator Beutler and Senator 
Brashear and others who are interested would take the 
opportunity this morning to see if there isn't something that 
could be worked out for this amendment. I'm comfortable with 
bumping them up and making them somewhat closer. But realize 
that one of the things, and I don't know if it's been said this 
morning, is that there are some county judges that say, look, we 
do all this juvenile work, and the separate juvenile courts, 
they get a higher rate of pay, so we ou<?ht to...we do that 
juvenile work, we ought to get paid. Also realize that with 
that argument that where there are separate juvenile courts the 
county judges are not doing juvenile work. And so it works both 
ways, if you're looking at work level, particularly with 
juvenile cases. And so at this point in time, unless there is 
some other discussion, I would yield my time to Senator Beutler. 
Thank you.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Beutler.
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