
February 12, 1999 LB 350

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

how a judge is to be dealt with, to avoid even the appearance of 
a lack of impartiality. Now, the duties of these judges are 
crucial. Judges do things and deal with issues that no other 
branch of government does. When we get to another bill, I want 
to talk just a little bit about the significance of the work of 
the county court judges. And, brothers and sisters, we've got 
some people in the county court system as judges who, if they 
wore those wigs, could shake their head, the wig would not fall 
off. They could stand in a hurricane and the wig would not fall 
off. And do you know why the wig would not fall off? Because 
they are nailed onto the judge's head. That's how incompetent 
some of those people are. But once again we cannot look at the 
abhoration and use that as the standard by which we judge 
everybody and reduce the entire aystem to the low level that 
we're trying to eradicate. That is not the case with the 
Supreme Court. The other judges salaries are ti ;d into the 
amount received by the Supreme Court. We should not withhold 
what is offered by this bill. Senator Brashear said he did not 
want to talk the bill to death, nor do I. But some of my 
colleagues have asked me questions, and I want to answer some of 
those questions on the record, and that's why I've addressed 
some of these things in the way that I have. The judges of the 
Supreme Court do work. They don't take long times off, like the 
U.S. Supreme Court will do. And they are not in a situation 
where they're sitting around, twiddling their thumbs, or 
plucking lint off their robes, or whatever else they might do if 
they didn't have anything to do. If I did not believe that this 
increase were justified, I certainly would not support it. I am 
not personal friends with any judge on the court. In fact. I'm 
probably not personal friends with as many people as it would 
take to be designated by the fingers on my hand if every finger 
on my hand were cut off, which means that I'm in one of those 
positions, Senator Bourne, where I'm a loner, but I'm not 
lonely. (Laugh.) Excuse me a minute. How much time do I have, 
Mr. President?
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: You have one minute and ten seconds.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, I will give this time back, because I
think that I've completed the thought that I wanted. But I'm 
making a plea that we do advance this bill. And, as...
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