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going to imply that most...a lot of that is probably long-term 
nursing home care. If we can spend money in this particular 
area and save that money in long-term confined or nursing home 
care, that would definitely be a positive, it would be a saving. 
The dilemma we really have as we expand our spending in this 
area is that we never know for sure or recognize that we will 
have a reduction in the other areas. Now, long-term nursing 
home care has been going up quite rapidly. I've used the 
numbers many times, I don't have them right in front of me, but 
since 1990 they've gone from $97 million, $217 million right 
now. If you add another $43 million on, that makes it even 
higher. That's over a 20 percent rate just in this biennium to 
the next biennium. We are doing some things in assisted living. 
As you well know, the intergovernmental transfer is working. We 
are having...I think there's 32 applications active for the 
assisted living facilities where we convert nursing homes to 
assisted living. We are doing many things. I believe that we 
will see a slow down in long-term nursing home care demands in 
terms of money. Any way you cut it, it's lots of money. This 
is not in the Governor's budget, as I would understand it. It 
does represent an area that will grow. It is definitely a thing 
that hopefully would save money down the road, but, once again, 
it will not be measurable except if we see a slowness in the 
growth of the use of these funds in terms of long-term nursing 
home care. But, on the other hand, we have a population that is 
gradually aging in Nebraska, as Senator Jensen quoted those 
statistics to you. So this is a difficult one, I want you to 
recognize that as we move forward, and I'm assuming that this 
will probably go, at least for the first two votes. But as we 
face this issue, that perhaps the 11th of May, maybe...and we're 
going to have to make the priorities we have.... By the way, 
I'll be talking several times this morning on A bills. If you 
look down, we have lots of A bills coming. Keep in mind where 
you're going to make some cuts somewhere else because that is 
definitely what will have to happen come May if you're going to 
hold the line anywhere near... anywhere near, anywhere near 
3 percent. Something else will have to come out of the 
budget,...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...other areas that you've taken for granted,


