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where your basic local rate would be. IT you"re a US West
customer in Omaha, obviously, that rate is above that Ffigure
right now. But if you®"re a company with that $17.50, in the
best terms | can describe it is that"s roughly what those rates
are going to have to rise to before you"re going to be eligible
for some of the Universal Service Fund. So rates, as we"ve said
from the very, ve beginning, rates are going to have to
increase because of the federal act because you®ve got to try to
come up to cost. The Lifeline and Linkup programs, right now we
have both of them. We did not have them. We were one of the
last states to get Lifeline and we did that in 1997. That
basically goes up to $5.25 a month in the form of assistance to
your basic service. That money comes from a federal pool of
money that 1is assessed against companies. The state can
increase that and put more money into that, and the feds will
give us another, and 1"ve got it, off the top of my head 1 don"t
remember what they are, but, roughly, 1 think we can go up to
$10.50 of assistance. We"ve chosen not yet to do that. That is
a potential item that we can do, and it depends on how much
money we want to raise in the Universal Service Fund. The
Public Service Commission has_come across with their order to
say, in order to have an appropriate amount of money, because we
really don"t know how much we"re going to generate, they entered
an order that said we"re going to assess a 5 percent fee on your
interstate and intrastate, interstate is from state to state,
intrastate is within the state, long distance toll charges plus
your basic local rate minus the taxes that you pay in some of
these subscriber line charges, like the 911 stuff. That
5 percent will be assessed and then put into the Universal
Service Fund. That"s the reason you all probably got some wild
calls here in the last couple of months about that order,
because if you"re a telemarketer and made a lot of calls outside
the state of Nebraska, you were going to be assessed the
5 percent, and the Public Service Commission came back and said,
look, we"re not going to be an island out here. We"re not going
to assess It against interstate calls. We"re only going to deal
with what we can control inside the state of Nebraska, and
that...that"s the proposed fee or fund that"s going to be
charged here by the Public Service Commission. And on our time
line, they are going to try to by May 1st do what they call size
that, in other words begin to look at how much money that is, to
begin to see how much money can be distributed because we
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