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with the weed and seed program. It is a federal program and it 
is administered by the local police department, and it is 
available only in urban neighborhoods, and only in 
design...areas that have been designated as weed and seed areas. 
So it has very, very limited scope, and it has also some goals 
that are much more narrow than what this program seeks to do. 
Senator Hartnett doesn't have maybe necessarily organized 
neighborhood groups, but he does have actually a lot of 
neighborhood watch groups. So sometimes neighborhood watch 
groups operate in the same kind of manner as neighborhood...same 
kind of way as neighborhood association groups. Also one 
comment that I wanted to make is that the Department of Economic 
Development is already responsible for administering a number of 
small grant programs— the Nebraska Community Improvement 
Program, the Urban Community Improvement Program, and, of 
course, the Partnerships...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.
SENATOR KIEL: ...for Economic Development.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Kiel, your light is the next one.
SENATOR KIEL: Okay. So when we are talking about the costs of
administration, I believe that certainly the costs of 
administering this program would be absorbed into administering 
Senator Vrtiska's...I guess I should call it his program, but 
anyway the program that is in his bill. I do not believe you 
would see additional costs to administer the Neighborhood 
Development Grant Program that would be put in as part of his 
bill. One of the things that I want to reiterate and emphasize 
is that this is intended to provide some economic support to the 
improvement of neighborhoods and small communities. It is not a 
top-down program, it is a bottom-up program. The program is 
administered and the work is carried out by the people who live 
in the small communities, it's carried out by people who live in 
the neighborhood communities. Those people plan the program, 
they apply for the funding, and they carry out the program. 
Current grants tend to be for large scale programs and high 
dollar amounts. What this program does is give smaller groups 
the funding to start to make a difference, and those differences 
can be anything from fixing up the restroom in the neighborhood


